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UM HOSTS CLARK FORK RIVER SYMPOSIUM 
MISSOULA —
Researchers and managers from the Clark Fork River basin will 
meet on the University of Montana campus Friday, April 20, for a 
status report on research and management of the basin ecosystem, and 
the public is invited to attend.
The Clark Fork River Symposium is scheduled for the University 
Center's Mount Sentinel Room from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Registration 
costs $10, with a special rate of $5 for students and low-income 
individuals.
"Rational, scientific management of the Clark Fork River is 
essential to maintaining and enhancing the quality of its natural 
resources while permitting many different uses," said symposium 
organizer Vicki Watson, UM associate professor of biological 
sciences. "The river is a symbol of man's abuse of his environment, 
and yet, like the Phoenix, it is also a symbol of how a natural 
system can be healed and regain some of its former vitality. The 
Clark Fork Symposium will attempt to update our understanding of this 
ecosystem so we may better chart the course of its future research 
and management."
The symposium will feature oral presentations of research papers 
as well as posters and other displays on a wide range of Clark Fork
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ecosystem topics. Paper topics will include economic studies of the 
Clark Fork River, fisheries studies in the upper river, methods of 
assessing toxicity of river water, and management of hazardous wastes 
from large-scale metal extraction. Displays, including posters, 
slides and videos, will address such topics as protection of riparian 
habitats, fisheries of the lower reservoirs, the Missoula Riverfront 
Plan, and progress reports on Clark Fork River Superfund sites.
Papers will be presented from 8 a.m. to noon and from 3 to 5 
p.m. Posters and other displays will be presented from 1 to 3 p.m., 
and posters will remain available for viewing until 6 p.m.
A banquet featuring rainbow trout and other foods from the Clark 
Fork River basin is planned for 7 to 9 p.m. Featured speaker James 
Posewitz of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Resource Assessment Unit will discuss "'Milestones of Environmental 
Progress." Advance registration is necessary for the banquet, which 
costs $11. For banquet reservations or further information about the 
symposium, contact Watson at 243-5153 or 243-5122.
The symposium kicks off the annual meetings of the Montana 
Academy of Sciences.
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